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INTRODUCTION

The international conference ‘“Evaluation of ESIF
interventions in Europe. Between tradition and
innovation” aims to support development of approaches
to evaluation of public policy interventions during 2021-

2027 programming period based on the lessons learned
from the evaluation of ESIF 2014-2020.

The structure of the event includes debate panels
organized as plenary sessions, as well as thematic
sessions for sharing of practices and lessons learned.

The event enjoys the active contribution of European and
national officials, representatives of the academic and
research institutions, as well as international evaluation
professionals.

The event is organized by the Ministry of Investments
and European Projects, together with the Romanian
Evaluation Network within the project “Technical
assistance to support the evaluation capacity” financed
by the European Regional Development Fund through the
Operational Program for Technical Assistance 2014-
2020.
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ONLINE ATTENDANCE

Streaming through the Zoom platform
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Instrumente Structurale
2014-2020

AGENDA

THURSDAY 5 MAY 2022, Day 1

09:30
10:00
10:15

10:45

12:00
12:20

13:30
14:30

16:45

Registration of participants
Welcome speech

Interventions (2):

= The Covid-19 pandemic - implications for public policies
on increasing the resilience capacity

» Transition towards a digital society and implications for

public policies

Plenary session 1 (debate):

= Evaluation of ESIF interventions - keeping up with the
change?

Coffeebreak

Plenary session 2 (debate):

* Lessons learned from Cohesion Policy evaluation for the

recovery of post-pandemic Europe

Lunch

Thematic sessions: Interventions with impact and
evidence-based evaluations

* Thematic Session 1: A Europe closer to the citizens and
more inclusive

* Thematic Session 2: Research, development, and
innovation in the digital age

* Thematic Session 3: Competitiveness and sustainable
development in the European Union territories

Closingremarks Day 1
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Instrumente Structurale
2014-2020

AGENDA

FRIDAY 6 MAY 2022, Day 2

09:30
10:00
10:15

11:45

12:10

13:30
13:35

Registration of participants

Welcome SpeechDay 2

Plenary session 3 (debate):

= Evaluators in cyberspace: navigating through the data

Coffeebreak

Plenary session 4 (conclusions):
= Evaluation of ESIF interventions - where are we and

where do we want to get?
Conference closing speech

Lunch
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SESSIONS PRESENTATION

The International Conference ,Evaluation of ESIF
interventions in Europe. Between tradition and

innovation" aims to support the European approaches to
evaluations of targeted public policy interventions over
the programming period 2021-2027, based on lessons
learned from 2014-2020 ESIF evaluations, targeting:

Challenges and opportunities in public policy
evaluation which emerged during the Covid-19
pandemic, and the pressing need for digitalization;

Changes or transformations likely to be expected
over the next years in the field of evaluation and in
the actual modus operandi of organizations;

The need and capacity of adaptation to the new
global trends, as well as the possible reluctance to
change of evaluation actors;

Sharing the results obtained and lessons learned
over the programming period 2014-2020 in social
policies, research, development and innovation
and territorial cohesion.

The conference proposes aforum for sharing best practices
in the field of evaluation in order to support shaping the
approach to the evaluation of FESI-funded programs over
the period 2021-2027.
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SESSIONS PRESENTATION

THURSDAY 5 May2022,Day 1

Plenary session 1 (debate):

EVALUATION OF ESIF INTERVENTIONS - KEEPING UP
WITH THE CHANGE?

Topics of debate:

What were the challenges of evaluation in the last 3 years (e.qg., fast
moving context, closure and opening of new programming period,
GDPR rules)?

How were the challenges overcome?

Is the evaluation still fit for purpose given its role to support policy
formulation effectively?

What should be changed to tackle challenges and make evaluation
more effective?

Plenary session 2 (debate):

LESSONS LEARNED FROM COHESION POLICY EVALUATION
FOR THE RECOVERY OF POST-PANDEMIC EUROPE

Topics of debate:

The Cohesion Policy between results and impact: what did we do
right and what could we have done better? Case studies: (i) Green,
digitalized, and automated economy, (il) Skilled, mobile labor in a
remote work regime, (iii) Sustainability and climate change and (iv)
Demographics, poverty, and inclusion;

How were the lessons learned integrated into the design of
Recovery and Resilience Facility;

Did lessons learned from the implementation of Cohesion Policy
support appropriate delivery mechanisms for RRF?

How to enhance synergies between Cohesion Policy and Recovery
and Resilience Mechanism for a smarter, greener and more inclusive
Europe? How can evaluation support better synergies?
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SESSIONS PRESENTATION

Thematic sessions: Interventions with an impact and
evidence-based evaluations

THEMATIC SESSION 1 - A EUROPE CLOSER TO CITIZENS AND
MORE INCLUSIVE

Topics - Case studies:

o Investing in education: young people and skills for the jobs of the
future;

° Between labor mobility and labor market flexibility: training, skills,
and policies to keep up with the change;

o A Europe for all: less discriminated, less poor, less excluded.

THEMATIC SESSION 2 - RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, AND
INNOVATION IN THE DIGITAL AGE

Topics - Case studies:

o Small-scale research and innovation for global transformation:
small and medium-sized enterprises;

o Digital transformation on all levels: where are we in full pandemic
times?

o Shaping the post-industrial society: from services to disruptive
technologies;

o Entrepreneurs and researchers: working together for a better
world.

THEMATIC SESSION 3 - SUSTAINABLE TERRITORIAL
DEVELOPMENT ACROSS THE EUROPEAN UNION

Topics - Case studies:

o Smart specialization and integrated territorial strategies;
o Strong, competitive cities and regions, with sustainable economies;

o Interconnectivity and accessibility - enhancing the life quality and
encouraging social cohesion in and among territories.
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SESSIONS PRESENTATION

FRIDAY 6 May 2022, Day 2

Plenary session 3 (debate):

EVALUATORS IN THE CYBERSPACE: NAVIGATING

THROUGH THE DATA

Topics for debate:

o Innovative methods for data collection, processing
visualization;

o Big data, open data & micro data: how can they be used to increase

the quality of evaluations?

) Data in progress: regulations and practical and ethical implications

for evaluators.

Plenary session 4 (debate):

EVALUATION OF ESIF INTERVENTIONS - WHERE ARE WE AND

WHERE DO WE WANT TO GET?

Topics for debate:

o Presentation of the conclusions of previous plenary and thematic

sessions.
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR
PARTICIPATION!

Agenda and Program for the International Conference “Evaluation of ESIF interventions
in Europe. Between tradition and innovation”

May 5-6, 2022, Bucharest, Romania

This document was elaborated within the service contract no. 51069/ 12.07.2018 “Technical
assistance to support the evaluation capacity’.

The views expressed in the report are those of Ernst & Young S.R.L., Qures Quality
Research and Support S.R.L. and the National Institute for Scientific Research in the Field of
Labor and Social Protection (INCSMPS) and does not necessarily represent the point of
view of the Ministry of Investment and European Projects.
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